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Introduction 

All Cheshire West and Chester (LA) maintained schools have a similar approach to meeting the needs of pupils with 
Special Educational Needs and are supported by the local authority to ensure that all pupils, regardless of their 
specific needs, make the best possible progress in school. 

At Comberbach Nursery and Primary School we strive to ensure that all children are enabled to achieve their 

potential. We do this through providing a broad and balanced curriculum that enables all children to develop their 

talents and interests. Comberbach Nursery and Primary school is an inclusive setting where the needs of pupils with 

Special Educational Needs and Disabilities are met wherever possible. 

The four broad ‘areas of need’ are: 

 Communication and Interaction 

 Cognition and Learning, Social  

 Emotional and Mental Health Difficulties 

 Sensory and Physical Needs. 

 

What is the Local Offer? 

The LA Local Offer 

 The Children and Families Bill will become enacted in 2014. From this date, Local Authorities and schools are 
required to publish and keep under review information about services they expect to be available for the 
children and young people with Special Educational Needs (SEN) aged 0-25. This is the ‘Local Offer’. 

 The intention of the Local Offer is to improve choice and transparency for families. It will also be an 
important resource for parents in understanding the range of services and provision in the local area. 

The School SEN Information Report 

This utilizes the LA Local Offer to meet the needs of SEN pupils as determined by school policy, and the provision 
that the school is able to meet. 

How does Comberbach Nursery and Primary School know if my child needs additional support? 

At Comberbach Nursery and Primary School, all children receive high quality teaching in every lesson. Teachers are 
skilled at adapting the learning to suit the needs of all pupils and use a range of strategies to ensure that all children 
make the expected progress. If a child is not making progress, despite high quality teaching aimed at their areas of 
need, the child will be targeted for SEN support. Outside agencies may be consulted if the child needs further 
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support. Children may also be identified as needing additional support through careful observations may be made by 
members of staff in school.  

Close liaison between parents, nursery providers and our reception team result in the school having a good 
knowledge of any additional needs children may have when they join the school in reception.  

We endeavor to identify the additional needs of the pupils at Comberbach Nursery and Primary School in a timely 
manner and put additional support in place. 

Please see the identification procedure document. 

What should I do if I think my child may have a special educational need or disability? 

If you think your child may have special educational needs, you should contact a member of staff at school. Your first 
point of contact will be your child’s class teacher. In some instances, you may wish to contact the school’s SENCO 
(special educational needs coordinator), Mrs Jacky McKevitt, or the head teacher, Mrs Annette Williams.  
 

How will I know how Comberbach Nursery and Primary School supports my child? 

At Comberbach Nursery and Primary School we aim to work collaboratively with pupils and parents to create a 
program of support based on the needs identified. During consultation with your child’s class teacher, the 
interventions which may be appropriate will be discussed and agreed together.  

If your child requires SEN support, there will be a pupil profile or an IBP (individual behaviour plan) in place. The 
targets on the pupil profile will be reviewed regularly. You will be asked to attend a termly meeting with your child’s 
class teacher and if necessary, the SENCo, to discuss your child’s progress and the current provision in place. You can 
request the SENCo’s attendance at the meeting if you feel it would be beneficial. If your child has physical or sensory 
difficulties, we will work collaboratively to create a pupil profile or a care plan to ensure their individual needs are 
being met within school and they have full access to the national curriculum. 

How will the curriculum be matched to my child’s needs? 

At Comberbach Nursery and Primary School the curriculum is adapted to ensure the needs of all children are being 
met. This is done in the following ways: 

 Planning shows differentiated activities for all groups of pupils therefore the needs of all pupils are met 
within each lesson. 

 Homework tasks are differentiated to match children’s needs. 

 Adult support is allocated to ensure all children can access the curriculum. 

 Resources are used to support children. 

 Use of individual behaviour charts. 

 Flexible teaching arrangements e.g. seating arrangements ensure children are physically able to access each 
lesson. 

 Through the use of visual time tables. 
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 Use of ICT 

How will I know how my child is doing? 

For any child receiving SEN Support there will be an additional Parents’ Evening once a term where we will work 
together to agree the support needed.  (This will give extended appointments and an opportunity for parents to 
discuss any concerns and/or progress.) All parents will know if their child is ‘on track’ to make expected progress as 
they have access to the school’s online tracking system – School Pupil Tracker. 

How will the school help me to support my child at home? 

Annual/Interim Reviews will be held for those children with an Education Health Care Plan. This meeting will outline 
ways the child can be supported at home. At termly Parents’ Evening meetings, teachers will share targets and 
suggest ways in which we can collaboratively work together to meet the needs of your child. As we operate an open 
door policy, all our teachers will be happy to discuss your child’s individual needs and discuss ways you can support 
your child at home. 

What specialist services and expertise are available at or accessed by the school? 

 When a need has been identified, if necessary, staff will access training programs delivered by specialist 
consultants. 

 Specialist advice is drawn upon from a Speech and Language Therapist.  

 Whole school is trained in using numicon. 

 The SENCO works with the Educational Psychologist who, in turn, supports pupils in school. 

 The educational Psychologist is timetabled to deliver training to staff on the identification of SEN. 

 Assessments for children with complex needs by a range of professionals. 

 The autism team are involved with pupils who need specific support. The team also provide training sessions 
for the teaching and teaching support team who are involved in working with pupils who have specific 
needs. 

At Comberbach Nursery and Primary school we put the needs of the children first. Because of this, we will access any 
training that will be of a benefit of the children and ensure that their needs are being met in school. 

How will my child be included in activities outside the classroom, including school trips? 

We believe trips, visits and residentials are a valuable and essential part of the curriculum and ALL children will be 
fully included. The school effectively uses our resources of TA’s to help support and enable children to access school 
trips, visits and residentials.  

How accessible is the school environment? 

The school ensures the environment is accessible to all children in a number of ways including: 
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 Coloured screens are used on interactive whiteboards for all pupils 

 Visual reminders are used for children who require them 

 Visual timetables are used in EYFS and Key Stage 1 (they are used in Key Stage 2 if appropriate). 

 Word banks 

 Behaviour policy in place and adhered to by all members of staff 

 Class rules and expectations are displayed in classrooms 

 Visual reward charts in place 

 Doorways are wide enough for wheelchair users to access all areas of the school 

How will the school prepare and support my child when joining Comberbach Nursery and Primary School or 
transferring to a new school or post-16 provision? 

It is important that children are supported and prepared well for transition between Comberbach Nursery and 
Primary School and other establishments. In order to ensure this transition is successful, the SENCo will liaise closely 
with the child’s parents and the establishment the child is transferring to or from. Notes/information is shared 
between parents, institutions/services/outside agencies to ensure the highest standard of provision is in place. The 
SENCo will ensure adequate training is transferred or information passed on to ensure children are fully supported. 
Health professionals tasked in Year 5 transition reviews to complete audit of environment and begin transition 
arrangements with plenty of time. Additional transition time/ visits are accommodated. 

How are the school’s resources allocated and matched to children’s special educational needs? 

Resources are carefully allocated to ensure all children’s needs are being met. These resources are reviewed on a 
termly basis dependent on the constantly changing needs of the children. Resources are allocated in a number of 
ways. Some are listed below: 

 In class TA English and Math support is allocated based on the needs of the pupils. 

 Catch-up intervention programs are in place to ensure gaps in children’s knowledge are being addressed. 

 Physical resources e.g. numicon and literacy resources are readily available in all classrooms. 

 Social stories are used to aid children who have social needs. 

 Handwriting and fine motor skills programs used. 

 Speech and language intervention in place. 

 Social skills intervention in place. 

How is the decision made about how much support my child will receive? 

If a child is not making the expected progress, their learning is discussed with the pupils/parents/staff and additional 
support considered. Pupils will also be discussed in termly pupil progress meetings with the Deputy Head 
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teacher/SENCo; during the meeting, any children who are finding their learning difficult will be discussed. Children 
may receive support based on this discussion. Children may receive additional interventions without needing to be 
placed on the SEN register. 

The IST (Intervention and Support Team) will also look carefully at the progress made by children. Children who have 
not made the progress expected by the school will receive additional support. 

If a child is finding it difficult to behave appropriately then after trying to understand the reasons around the 
behavior through observations/reward charts/strategies, then additional support is considered by all involved – 
parents/pupils/staff. 

In some cases, it may be decided that the school needs some additional funding in order to support a pupil. The 
school uses the Cheshire West and Chester banding guidance to decide if an application to the local authority should 
be made. The guidance can be found using the following address: 

 https://search3.openobjects.com/mediamanager/cheshirewestandchester/directory/files/banding_guidance.pdf 
Element 2 - 3c would result in a pupil being classed as requiring SEN Support in school. This funding would be 
allocated for 2 school years and the school would need to submit another application if the funding was still 
required. An EHC plan may be required at element 3c, and an EHC plan will be required at element 3d. 

There are 5 layers of support: 

 Element 2 – equivalent to no additional funding from the local authority 

 Element 3a - equivalent to £3188 of additional funding from the local authority 

 Element 3b - equivalent to £4500 of additional funding from the local authority 

 Element 3c - equivalent to £7125 of additional funding from the local authority  

 Element 3d - equivalent to £11,063 of additional funding from the local authority 

How will I be involved in discussions about and planning for my child’s education? 

If your child is not making expected progress, the class teacher will discuss concerns with you after assessment week. 
(Assess/Plan/Do/Review). SEN support may be recommended as a result of this. Your child’s teacher will work 
alongside you to discuss how you can best support your child at home.   

We may seek the advice and expertise of outside agencies. This will be discussed with parents prior to the 
discussion. Parents may be asked to attend some of these meetings. We will implement advice/strategies from 
external professionals. These actions will be reviewed and discussed with parents. If there is still significant concern 
regarding the progress/attainment/behaviour of your child, then additional support may be requested from CWAC. 

Who can I contact for further information? 

 Your child’s class teacher initially 

 SENCO and Head Teacher –  Annette Williams 

 Link Governor – Vicky Ross 

https://search3.openobjects.com/mediamanager/cheshirewestandchester/directory/files/banding_guidance.pdf

